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Steele Street Buzz 

 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

As we are coming to the close of 

another school year, I am sure that 

many of you are making plans for 

your family’s summer activities.  You 

may be planning your family 

vacation, signing up for swimming 

lessons, looking forward to ball 

games/soccer games and planning 

other fun activities.  As you are 

making these plans, I hope that you 

will consider the importance of 

encouraging your son or daughter in 

their reading habits.  As you know, 

reading is vital to the success of your 

child in school.  As we break for 

summer vacation, your child’s skills 

will be at their best.  With your help, 

they will return next September at 

this same level or even higher. 

 

The following are some suggestions 

for parents. 

 

Read to them.  Reading to your 

children is the single most important 

thing you can do to help children 

develop a love of books and reading.  

While bedtime is traditionally story 

time, do not limit yourself.  Keep 

books in your car, in your bag, by the 

sofa and even by the bathtub.  That 

way, reading can be made part of the 

day.  Also, keep books on low 

shelves, on the floor, in toy chests or 

anywhere else your children can 

reach them. 

  

Have plenty of material.  Books are 

not the only things children can read.  

Posters, maps, magazines, recipes and 

newspapers are great reading 

material.  Computer games that 

emphasize reading skills may also be 

useful for your school-age children. 

 

Listen to them read.  From the day 

your children begin sounding out 

letters, concentrate on how they are 

doing.  Try to include some “read 

aloud” time – where they are reading 

to you – in your everyday routine.  

You can offer them praise and catch 

any early problems before they have 

time to become habits. 

 

Model good reading habits and 

limit TV.  Your children need to see 

that reading is a lifelong skill and a 

form of entertainment.  When you 

take them to the library to choose 

books, choose some for yourself, too.  

If you can, subscribe to the daily 

newspaper or to magazines and 

discuss articles you read with your 

children.  This shows children that 

reading isn’t only schoolwork – it’s 

something that’s an integral part of 

everyone’s life.  Also, limit the 

amount of time you spend watching 

television. 

 

Get excited.  Give your children lots 

of praise and encouragement when it 

comes to reading.  Show you’re 

excited about what they are reading 

and learning. 

 

I hope that you will make time in 

your busy schedules to read – it 

really pays dividends for your child.   

 

           

 

Parent Council 

Thank you to the members of our 

Parent Council for all their hard work 

in organizing a number of very 

successful events this year.  This past 

month we discussed fundraising 

opportunities for this year as well as 

for the fall of 2019.  The next 

meeting is on Tuesday, May 28th at 

6:00 p.m. All parents are welcome to 

attend.   

 

Class Organization for 

September 2019 

The DSBN is now in the process of 

organizing the staffing for our schools 

for September 2019.  Once we have a 

better idea of how our school will be 

staffed, we will begin to create 

tentative class lists for September 

2019.  In June, we will send home a 

letter to families indicating our 

tentative staff list for September 

2019.  If you would like to discuss 

your child’s possible class placement 

for the next school year, please 

contact Mr. Piazza.  

 

REMINDER: 

There are no classes on Friday, 

May 17th (PA Day) and 

Monday, May 20th (Victoria 

Day). 

 

Mr. M. Piazza, Principal 
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Coaches Corner 

At Steele Street Public School, our 

teachers and students have been 

focusing on increasing student 

achievement in both Math and 

Language. Engaging students in 

critical thinking tasks, rich 

culminating activities and community 

building strategies have been areas of 

focus this year.  Staff and students 

have been working hard preparing for 

our upcoming EQAO assessment 

later this spring.  After participating 

in a practice assessment earlier this 

year, our grade three and six pupils 

have been learning how to improve 

their reading responses when 

answering questions about a short 

story or poem.   Effective feedback 

from a variety of teachers allowed the 

students to understand what was 

necessary to improve their answers, 

and everyone is to be congratulated 

for working toward this EQAO goal 

as a team!  

 

Each year, students in Grade 3 and 6 

participate in the EQAO assessment. 

This divisional assessment addresses 

many Ontario curriculum 

expectations from Grades 1-3 

(Primary) and 4-6 (Junior) in 

Reading, Writing and Mathematics. 

The EQAO assessments will take 

place between May 21st and June 

4th this year. Families can expect to 

receive further information about the 

EQAO assessments very soon. 

 

Parents can visit 

http://www.eqao.com to find 

examples of the student material 

included in past EQAO assessments. 

Most of this material is drawn from 

actual students' work. Encouraging 

your children to read regularly and 

talking about their reading by asking 

them to retell, discuss themes and 

main ideas, to summarize, and to 

infer meaning by using 

evidence/proof from their reading and 

their own experiences (schema) will 

help them to practice skills they are 

working on here at school. Looking at 

the sample questions on the EQAO 

website will also help families to 

understand the kinds of questions 

their children are required to respond 

to in EQAO. Additionally, you may 

wish to access 

http://ontario.exambank.com/ for a 

small fee to provide additional 

practice opportunities for your 

children in preparation for EQAO.  

 

Track and Field 
 

On the mornings of May 15th and 

16th, 2019 our Grade 3-8 students 

will be participating in the annual 

Track and Field Meet.  Due to the 

construction of the new turf field at 

Port High our school meet will take 

place at Steele Street.  Please ensure 

that your child is dressed properly 

for the weather conditions.  A little 

rain will not postpone our day.  

Students have been working hard on 

the running and jumping events that 

they will be competing in. We hope 

to see you here cheering on our 

Stinger athletes.   

Volunteer Tea 

Volunteers play a huge part in our 

ability to run a variety of programs 

and activities for the students in our 

school. Volunteers at our school this 

year have donated time and energy as 

helpers on school trips and in 

classrooms, they have volunteered 

time in our Book Fairs, driven 

students to sporting or club related 

events (i.e. school teams and drama), 

participated in School Council and 

assist with Track and Field.  

 

On behalf of the administration, staff 

and students, we would like to 

express our gratitude to our many 

volunteers. To demonstrate our 

thanks, we are holding a Volunteer 

Appreciation on Wednesday, May 

8th. We look forward to seeing our 

volunteers out at this event so we are 

able to share our appreciation with 

them once again in person! 

 

 

From the desk of Mrs. 

Serabian 

Parents are reminded 

to call the school prior 

to 8:40am if your 

son/daughter will be absent or has 

an appointment first thing in the 

morning!  

From the Public Health 

Nurse 

Vision Health Month 
May is Vision Health Month! 

Children who have trouble seeing 

may struggle to learn at school, and 

some eye problems that go 

undetected and untreated may 

permanently affect a child’s vision.  

Yearly eye exams with an eye doctor 

are free for children with a valid 

OHIP card until the age of 20. 

Families can find eye doctors close to 

them by visiting findaneyedoctor.ca 

Fight the bite! 

 

Ticks, mosquitos and rabid animals 

have no boundaries and can be a risk 

to you and your family when walking 

to and from school or work, waiting 

at the bus stop, family trips, while 

playing in the yard at home or at the 

park. 

 

Protect yourself and your family from 

West Nile Virus: 

• Reduce standing water 

where mosquitoes breed 

• Cover up, wear long sleeved 

shirts, long pants, hats socks 

and shoes 

• Repair any damaged window 

screens 

• Use insect repellants 

containing DEET or Icardin 

(follow manufacturer’s 

instructions) 

 

Reduce the risk of Lyme disease:  

• Wear light coloured clothing 

to help spot ticks 

• Use insect repellants 

containing DEET or Icardin 

https://www.optom.on.ca/OAO/Find_a_Doctor/OAO/Find_a_Doctor.aspx
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(follow manufacturer’s 

instructions) 

• Check yourself, your 

children and pets for ticks 

after being outdoors 

• Cut your grass and dispose 

of leaf litter where ticks can 

live 

Prevent rabies: 

• Vaccinate your pets 

• Do not feed or approach any 

wild, stray or strange 

animals 

• Do not trap, transport, keep 

or pet any wild animals 

• Do not try and nurse sick 

animals back to health 

 

Presently, all of these diseases exist 

in Niagara.  For more information, 

contact Niagara Region Public Health 

at 905-688-8248 ext. 7590 or 1-888-

505-6074 

 

Appropriate Dress Code 

With the warmer weather upon us, we 

again ask your cooperation and 

assistance in reminding your children 

about our dress code.  If you would 

like a copy of our Code of Conduct, 

please contact the school. 

Riding Bikes to School 

Now that the nicer weather is here to 

stay, we see that several students are 

choosing to ride their bikes.  We 

strongly urge all parents to have their 

children wear a proper helmet.  All 

bikes should be secured to the bike 

stand with a 

reliable lock, as 

this area is not 

supervised 

while classes 

are in session.  

Students have done an excellent job 

of remembering to walk their bikes 

once they arrive on school property. 

 

 

Students of the Month 

Each month, the staff at Steele Street 

recognizes students who demonstrate 

excellence in a particular area. 

Congratulations to all the winners for 

the month of April: Fisher Courage, 

Haydan Jennings, Emma Morden, 

Lauren Bodner, Daunte Hannigan, 

Wylde Winger, Jordan Allen , Emily 

Loyst, Jackson Montgomery, Nick 

Gibson-McCombs, Abbi Fralick, 

Amelia Ingram, Maya Robinson, 

Austin Patterson, Carter Namtzu, 

Savannah Ricker, Thomas Cox, Ayla 

Morden, Oliver Teal, Aidan Beales, 

Hazel Caldwell and Ben Wessel.  We 

hope you can join us for our May 

Recognition Assembly on May 30th 

at 11:30 a.m. 

Grade 8 

Graduation 

Arrangements 

for our grade 8 

graduation 

ceremony are beginning to take 

shape.  The ceremony will take 

place on Monday, June 24th at Port 

Colborne High School. Please look 

for more information to come home 

with your graduate over the next few 

weeks. 

Summer Heat 2019 

 
The Summer H.E.A.T. (Helping 

Everyone Achieve Together) program 

is a targeted strategy designed by 

the District School Board of 

Niagara to support students and 

families during the summer months. 

Through its two unique programs, 

"Kindergarten Kick Start" and 

"Funshine Kids", Summer HEAT is 

committed to enhancing student 

achievement by providing highly 

engaging research-based activities 

that build literacy and numeracy 

skills, opportunities for meaningful 

parent engagement as well as 

focusing on healthy lifestyle choices. 

Above all, Summer HEAT will 

provide a camp style environment 

where students are continually 

encouraged and empowered to 

develop confidence, skills and self-

efficacy that will help them achieve to 

their full potential during the school 

year. 

 

This year the Summer H.E.A.T 

Program will run from July 8th til July 

26th.  Please check with Mr. Piazza if 

you are interested in the program. 

 

Be a Germ Stopper! 
 

Did you know that when you sneeze, 

you spread more than 10,000 germs 

and bacteria up to 12 feet away?  Not 

only that, but the particles travel at 

speeds of 100 feet per second! 

 

Serious respiratory illnesses like 

influenza, and whooping cough are 

spread by: 

Coughing or sneezing  

Unclean hands  

 

To help stop the spread of germs,  

Cover your mouth and nose with a 

tissue when you cough or sneeze. 

If you do not have a tissue, cough or 

sneeze into your upper sleeve, not 

your hands 

The germs will become trapped in the 

fabric and prevents them from being 

spread to others 

Put your used tissue in the waste 

basket immediately afterwards 

 

Clean your hands after coughing or 

sneezing with: 

soap and running warm water 

or an alcohol-based hand rub  

 

Make stopping germs easy: 

Keep tissues handy  

When you can’t get to a sink, have 

hand sanitizer at the ready 

Be a role model: teach your children 

the proper way to cough and sneeze 

and we will all be healthier for it! 

Calendar Reminder 

Check the calendar for a list of most 

activities.     
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NEWSLETTER DRAW: 
 

Please sign and return this section to indicate that you have read the Steele Street Buzz.  One returned slip will 

be chosen randomly.  This lucky student and their family will win a pizza lunch! 

 

The ___________________________ family has read the Steele Street Buzz. 
 Student(s) Names       Teacher 

____________________________________________________  __________________________________ 

____________________________________________________  __________________________________ 

____________________________________________________  __________________________________ 

 

Parent Signature: ____________________________________________________ 

Please return this page by Friday, May 10th, 2019 

 
 
 
 

               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


